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The attached revised claims are for application #10/811)052 per the attached offlce action. 
Id the office action, you recommended revising the patent application to specify that the bridge 
feature be external to the normal body of the club and also that it being mounted only on the top. 
However, in reviewing the prior art cited, Thill and Saso, I felt that the primary difference between 
their patents and my own was that their patent used through holes or grooves to direct air flow. 
Since air flow is not a critical part of my patent, I have instead revised the claims to note that air 
flow would be blocked to ensure no aerodynamic changes* Please let me know if this is sufflcient to 
make this patent distinct from the prior art. 

Note, my original application did note that air flow was not a critical factor and the through 
hole could be blocked as follows: *^f the inside of the hollow is filled with a material less 
structurally rigid than that of the bridge material, the force would still be transmitted through the 
more structurally rigid material, that of the bridge itself, in effect that type of structure would still 
be a hosel bridge as described herein. Similarly, if the ends of the hollow area are sealed with a 
material that is structurally rigid but is extremely thin, then the material on the ends would divert 
very little stress from the hosel bridge, and the design would also still be a hosel bridge as described 
herein." 

I do have one other general patent process question for you, there is a patent application that 
I have found, 20050064952, that has similar art specified on the heel of the dub instead of the top 
surface. It was filed on September 24, 2003 yet was not posted until March 24, 2005. Any idea why 
it was not posted until almost two years after filing? Since their filing date and my own are within 
six months of each other, it is not possible to tell with this paperwork who invented their design 
first, correct? 



Kind Regards, 
JeffTutfle 




A Member of the JAC Products Group of Companies 
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Office Action Summary 


Application No* 
10/811.052 


AppUcant(8) 

TUTTLE. JEFFREY JOHN-CARL 


Examiner 

Stephen L. Blau 


Art Unit 

3711 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 I\«ONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROIW THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions ol Ome may be avaDabte under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a foply be Bmaly filed 

ef^ Six (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
. If NO pe^tod for reply Is spocifted al»ve. the maximum statutory period win apply and wiU expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing data oT this communication. 
. Faihjre to reply wihintha set or extended period for reply «iU. by statute. (36aS.C.§ 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than threa months after (he mailing date ol tftfs oorranurticatlorw oven a timely filed, nroy reduce any 

earned patent temi adSustmont See 37 CFR 1.704(bX 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communIcation(5) filed on 07Aori!200S. 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This ectlon Is non-final. 

3) D Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for fonna! matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

dosed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ia Ciaim(8) 1:9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 3,4 and 7>9 Is/are withdrawn firom consideraBon. 
5D Claim(s) \slBte allowed. 

6) 13 Claim{s) 1.2.5 and 6 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing{s) filed on Is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Appncant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing 6heet(s) including the correction is required If the drawlng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fprm PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

I2)n Aclcnowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d} or (f). 
a)n Ail b)D Some * c)n None of. 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detaaed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment's) 

1 ) IS Notice or References Cited (PT0892) 

2) n Notice of Dfaftsperson'3 Patent Drawing Review (PTO-94S) 

3) □ InfomwOon Olsdosure Sldtefflent(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper NoCsVMail Date 



4) □ inlen/iew Summary (PTa413) 

Paper NQ(s)/MaJI l^e. . 

5) □ Notice of informal Patent Application (PT0152) 

6) □ Other: . 



Office Action Summanr Port of Paper No7Mall Date 10152005 
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Application/Control Number: 10/811.052 Page 2 

Art Unit; 3711 

DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1 . Claims 3-4 and 7-9 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 7 April 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 3S USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identicaJly disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to whidi said subject nnatter pertains. 
Patentability shati not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2 and 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Thill in view of Saso. 

Thill discloses a wood type head having a hosel (12) extending generally 
upwardly from the heel end (Fig. 2), a hosel having at least one reinforcement bridge of 
material extending out from the hosel to the main body creating a roughly cylindrical 
space underneath the reinforcement bridge of no material and a hosel reinforcement 
bridge extending from a hosel to the upper surface of the head (See enclosure (1)). 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/81 1 .052 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3711 

Thill lacks a hosel having a generally upwardly open hosel bore. Saso discloses 
a hosel having a generally upwardly open hosel bore (Figs. 2, 5). In view of the 
publication of Saso it would have been obvious to modify the wood type head of Thill to 
have a hosel having a generally upwardly open hosel bore in order to secure a shaft 
inside the bore vt^en assembling a club. 

Allowable Subject Matter ' 

4. In order to overcome the prior art of record the examiner recommends adding the 
following at the end of claims 1 and 5 right before the punctuation marie of the period. {- 
- wherein said club head comprises a wood-type dub head in which ttie hosel 
reinforcement bridge extends from the hosel to the upper surface of the dub head, 
wherein said bridge forms a protrusion from said upper surface with said space 
extending higher than said upper surface ~). In addition, dalms 2-4 and 6-9 would have 
to be canceled. If the examiner found no better art fn an updated search than claims 1 
and 5 would be allowable. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Jackson and Devendorf disclose cylindrical spaces beneath 
bridges. 
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Art Unit: 3711 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen L. Blau whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4406. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - FrI 10:00 AM - 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Eugene Kim can be reached on (571) 272-4463. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sib 15 October 2005 
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